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Where Do We Go From Here?

Albemarle-Charlottesville NAACP 
Response to the ProPublica/New York Times Article
by Annie Waldman, ProPublica, and Erica Green, The New York Times
 Oct. 16, 5 a.m. EDT

We all have been aware of the issue of disparity in education since before the Brown vs. Board of Education Supreme Court decision back in 1954.  While many localities did not agree with the Brown decision, Charlottesville took the extra step of refusing to implement the decision, by closing its public schools.  In addition, Charlottesville issued pay vouchers to white parents, allowing them to send their children to private schools.  Based on this most recent history, if anyone is surprised by the information and data referenced in this article, they have not been paying attention!  These issues and this data are not new on a local, state or national level. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The question is - “Where Do We Go From Here?”  
One possible path to begin to answer that question, as a community and especially as a Black community, is to first answer two questions – 
  What has been lost or changed? and,  
  What has stayed the same since the Brown decision?

What has changed for the Black community in Charlottesville since the time of the Brown decision?

→	General gentrification of African American communities.
→	Vinegar Hill African American community destroyed along with
         associated supportive social, educational and economical structures.
→	The current and past gentrification of the 10th and Page African
         American community, also along with the supportive social,
         educational and economical structures.
→	The loss of African American educators more closely tied to the
         African American community.
→	The lowering of expectation of intelligence, success and overall 
         well- being of African American children.
→	The loss of African American communities has negatively impacted
         the communities sense of self; and, diminished its ability to demand
         and fight for its place in the broader Charlottesville community. This
         includes demanding and supporting quality education for its children,
         along with other issues like quality health care, affordable housing,
         jobs and the creation and retention of wealth.

What has stayed the same?
→	The need for African American children to be protected, educated,
         and to excel.

Where do we go from here?
We, as a community, especially the African American community, need to be more engaged on any and all levels in our children’s education. If our children do not receive the education they deserve, require or need, then parents, teachers, school administrators, superintendents, school board members, and the community at-large should be held accountable.  The best way for us to recognize that our children are not being properly educated is to be constantly and consistently engaged.  As we all know, by the time the story hits ProPublica or the New York Times, the damage to our children has already been done.  

We all must be a part of the change to help create and foster success of African American children.  We, as a broader community, must understand that by denying and preventing an individual to rise to his or her full potential, the entire community suffers. 


In the 1896 case of Plessey vs. Ferguson the principle of “separate but equal.” was upheld.  In 1954 the Brown vs. Board of Education case, in essence, overruled the Plessey decision.  While the African American community in Charlottesville and Albemarle County at large, may no longer be “separate” we are most definitely, not equal.  We have not gained equality in education, health care, jobs, job creation, business creation, or wealth creation and retention.  The only way to gain that equality and more is to demand it!
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